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CARBON CREDITS — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES 
396. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to Bill Shorten’s federal Labor plan to force Western Australian companies to purchase carbon credits to 
offset their emissions, and allowing those credits to be purchased overseas. Has the government requested 
modelling from its federal Labor counterparts of how much will be lost to the Western Australian economy as 
a result of this harebrained scheme to export money? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Unfortunately, I missed the end of the question, so I do not know what the member said then, because the 
Treasurer — 
Mr R.S. Love: Do you want me to repeat it? I can repeat it if you like. 
The SPEAKER: Yes, say it again. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Has the government requested modelling from its federal Labor counterparts of how much will 
be lost to the Western Australian economy as a result of this harebrained scheme to export money? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Treasurer reminded me that the State Fleet offsets, when the Liberals and Nationals 
were in office, were purchased from China. 
Mr R.S. Love: I’m asking what you have done about this scheme, which will affect all Western Australian heavy 
industry. What have you done for Western Australian industry in this regard? 
The SPEAKER: If you have asked a question, you give the Premier a chance to answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The tens of thousands of vehicles, and the carbon offsets, when the Liberals and Nationals 
were in office, were bought from China. Does the member think that is an issue? Does he think that is a problem? 

To turn to the broader issue, as I have said repeatedly, federal Labor has actually taken the issue of climate change 
and carbon emissions seriously. The Liberals and Nationals are incapable of doing so, because they have a war 
internally about it. Malcolm Turnbull, in his heart of hearts, actually wanted to do something about it, and tried to 
do something about it, and what happened to him? He lost his job. The Liberals and the Nationals knocked off the 
former Prime Minister because he actually wanted to do something about climate change. Think about that. That 
is why he lost his job. Remember, he brought out the national energy guarantee, and therefore he lost his job, 
because the Liberals and Nationals are so internally divided on that issue. The National Party on climate change 
is frankly in the Dark Ages. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am proud to say that Labor supports action on climate change nationally; the Liberals and 
Nationals do not. I have children, and members opposite have children and grandchildren, and they will have 
children and grandchildren. I want to make sure that we leave them a better world. The idea that Australia, as 
a First World country, and probably the most successful and affluent country in the world, does not take action on 
this issue is ridiculous. I support action on this. When the National Party was in office, it was sending carbon 
offsets to China. I think the Nationals should have a look at their own record before asking these questions. 
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